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Deborah Sampson 


Deborah was born in Plympton, Mass. 
on December 17, 1760 to Deborah Bradford, 
great-granddaughter of Governor Bradford, 
and Jonathan Sampson, Jr., great-great- 
grandson of Miles Standish and of John 
Alden. She had six brothers and sisters 
before her father was lost at sea ina 
shipwreck. As an orphan, Deborah was 
farmed out to relatives and various 
people until late in 1770 when she was 
sent to the home of Deacon Thomas of 
Middleboro where he acted as guardian 
until she became of age. During this 
period, she was converted to the Baptist 
‘Tet dt) so 


Deborah was vitally interested in 
the war and longed to do her share. She 
must have heard repeatedly how war had 
affected the Bradfords. In King Philip's 
war, the Governor's son William "received 
a MusketsDataein his flesh, which he car- 
ried the remainder of his life." Deborah 
little dreamt she would have a similar 
experience. Other relatives were killed 
by Indians in Maine and their children 
were carried off to Canada as captives. 


In 1781, she dressed as a man in 
borrowed clothes and went to a nearby 
tavern where she tried to enlist as Timo- 
thy Thayer of Carver, but a woman who 
watched her sign for the bounty---En- 
listees received money for joining--- 
stated that she believed that the hand 
was none other than that of Deborah 
Sampson. Deborah denied this but hastily 
left and ran home in the dark. 


—Photo of Deborah, courtesy of West Point 


Museum Collections. Watercolor by Herbert 
Knotel. Credit Miss Pauline Moody. 


Later she wove and made her own suit and in the spring of 1782, 
she vanished from the Thomas home dressed as a man. There has been 
much speculation as to why a female should enlist in that day and 
age. Deborah, like most young girls in her position, probably de- 
sired a change. The Thomas boys had all enlisted and gone to war, 
and as she was probably lonesome, she formed a plan of dressing her- 
self in male apparel and enlisting, hoping to meet the boys whom she 
looked upon as brothers. Having covered miles of despicable roads 
and trails, the would-be soldier finally arrived in Bellingham. Weary 
and penniless, she may have sought help from the unsuspecting Rev. 
Noah Alden, great-grandson of John and Priscilla and pastor of the 
Baptist Church in the Crimpville Section of the town, before she 
Signed up as Robert Shurtlieff with recruiting speculator Noah Taft. 
For a bounty of sixty pounds she was to serve three years in the 
Continental Army. On May 23rd she was mustered in at Worcester by 
Capt. Eliphalet Thorpe into the 4th Mass. Regiment under General 
Paterson in Capt. Webb's Company under the command of Col. Shepard. 


Shortly afterward she and about fifty others were sent on a 12- 
day march to West Point on the Hudson River, where they were to be 
quartered. Almost as soon as they arrived at camp they were ordered 
to go on a scouting party to New York to see what the British were up 
to. On their return journey, Delancey's Raiders caught up to them 
near Tarrytown, New York, and Deborah received a head wound in the 
skirmish. Later that winter, she volunteered to raid a Tory smoke- 
house for they were very much in need of food. Unfortunately they 
were discovered and as she was escaping, two musket balls wounded her 
thigh. Deborah dug out one of the balls with a penknife, and rested 
until she was able to rejoin her company, but the other remained in. 
her thigh until her death. 


In the summer of 1783, Deborah was ordered to Philadelphia to 
quell a riot by dissatisfied soldiers. It was here that she con- 
tracted typhoid fever and Doctor Binney discovered her sex at last! 

He kept it a secret with his special nurse and when she recovered, 

he sent her back to West Point with a letter to General Paterson , 
revealing her identity. Deborah was honorably discharged on October 

25, 1783, by General Knox, but not before the General had the men she 
had served with pass in review. Deborah was in a dress and none of 

the men realized that this was their comrade in arms, Robert Shurtlieff! 


Deborah later married Benjamin Gannett on April 7, 1785. They 
lived in Sharon, Mass., and were the parents of one boy and two girls. 
In 1797, Herman Mann of Dedham wrote a story of her life and the 
lies that he spread clouded her real record to this day. In 1802, 
‘Deborah went on a lecture tour and Isaiah Thomas sponsored the 
Worcester series. His print shop, where her programs were printed, 
can be seen in Sturbridge Village where it has been preserved. A true 
account of her life is to be found in the book "The Incredible Deborah" 
by Cora Cheney. A copy of this book is available, for those who would 
like to become better acquainted with this famous lady, at the Center 
Library. 


Deborah died on April 29, 1827 and lies buried in Rock Ridge 
Cemetery in Sharon, Mass. A monument stands there in her honor and 
during World War II a Liberty ship was named in her honor. But Strange- 
ly enough, in September of 1782, she was expelled from her church for 
disappearing and enlisting as a man in the war, 
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Bellingham is proud that 
Deborah Sampson saw fit to ho- 
nor our town by being not only 
the only woman to enlist in the 
Continental Army as a soldier, 
but: that she chose Bellingham 
as the place: in which to enlist. 
In doing this she gave us an 
exclusive bit of history which 
has done much to enrich our 
heritage. 


New information has surfaced 
since we printed the Deborah 
story in November 197) and the 
need for more copies became evi- 
dent so that more people could 
read about her and the signific- 
ant contribution she made to our 
history. 

Noted author, Pauline Moody of 
Sharon, Massachusetts, compiled 
a comprehensive book of facts 


Her portrait is on the reverse side relating to Deborah, "MASS ACHUS- 
of this medal honoring the signers ETTS' DEBORAH SAMPSON", that is 
of the Declaration of Independence. ' available in the Center Library 


and at the High school. 
It would be worth your while to read it along with "The Incredible Deborah" 
book, by Cora Cheney Partridge. 
The 1781 Muster Rolls of Capt. Webb's Company do not list "Robert Shurtli- 
eff", (Deborah's masquerade name) as being a member therein. This proves 
that,that she had not enlisted prior to 1782 contrary to many false and 
misleading stories. Now, "Robert" appears for the first time on the 1782 
Fall Muster Roll of Capt. Webb's Company. This verifies that she could 
not ‘ape have been at Yorktown at the surrender of Cornwallis in Oct. 
of-1701. 
Several of us have the hunch that Deborah came into Bellingham at what is 
now called "The Four Corners" route 1.0, Mechanic Street, went up to the 
Center and then down North Main Street to where Rev. Noah Alden resided. 
Except for a few houses the Center was barely settled. Across from Alden 
was a Tavern, now the home of Russell Nelson, where, we believe, Deborah 
enlisted on May 20, 1782 at the request of a recruiter. Bear in mind that 
this occurred on a Monday. In the March 197l, issue of Crimpville Comments, 
we printed a picture of this Tavern showing it as it probably appeared 
when Deborah was here. 
Sgt. Calvin Munn from Greenfield became a drill sergeant in the Fourth 
Massachusetts Regiment early in 1782 and confirmed that "Robert" was a 
private among those that he drilled in the Manual of Arms methods. 
A sad tale was injected into the Deborah story that seems to escalate 
with mounting fury in an effort to "prove" that she was a Negro! It all 
began when an old woman “heard tell" that Deborah was black and a reporter 
hastily had it printed without bothering for verification. We have a copy 
of her genealogy researched by Charles Bricknell of Plympton, Mass. that 
definitely proves Deborah's ancestry was white for centuries. Dr. Quarles 
of the Morgan State College in Baltimore states,"The female combatant- 
Deborah Sampson-Was not a negro." 3 


Massachusetts’ Deborah Sampson 


By PAULINE MOODY 


Cora Cheney supports Dr. Quarles in her rep- 


ee eae article in the Boston Globe,September 
’ : 


WHITE NOT BLACK 


Your article (July 11, 1968) concerning Deborah Sampson caused me 
sufficient distress that I am taking time out of a busy life to tell you that 
you have been badly deceived. She was not a Negro. This fact neither 
adds to or subtracts from her fascinating life, but it is just plain and true. 


Rather than bore you with the details of my research on her Jife I refer 
you to my book ‘‘The Incredible Deborah” (Scribner, 1967). I spent about 
ten years studying this elusive girl, searches which led me rewardingly 
from Washington, D. C. to Cape Cod. I found her family records, her grave, 
the house she was born in, her war record. Never was there any hint or 
evidence that she was anything but the pale blonde great great grand- 
daughter of Gov. Bradford and a lineal descendant of Miles Standish and 
John Alden among others. Her diary facsimile can be seen at Sharon, 
Mass., and numerous records abound concerning her throughout New 
England. These are listed in the back of my book... . 


We are most grateful to 
Miss Pauline Moody, Author 
of book mentioned above 
for granting us permission 
to use excerpts from it so 
that you can see first 
hand selected items relati- 
ng to our famous Deborah. 
May this lure you to read 
her book, found in the 
Center Library, the Jr. Sr. 
High School and at Stall 
Brook libraries. 


The original oil portrait of Deborah is in Providence, R. I. It was an 
exciting day when I found it in the attic of the John Brown House there. 
The old woodblock of the painting from which the widely distributed 
reproduction was made can be seen in Dedham. Mass. The reproduction 
is very dark, but that is the only thing I can imagine that would have 
led to such an unfounded conclusion... . 


Her gravestone in Rock 
Ridge Cemetery, Sharon,Ma. 
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The Incredible Deborah: A Story Based on the Life of Deborah Sampson 
is fiction geared to the very young-adult audience. Névertheless, its bibli- 
ography is recommended to students of all ages. The American Printing 
House for the Blind has recorded the fetching story on talking book TB 2348. 
Another juvenile book about Deborah is Giz] with a Mushet, by Florence 
Parker Simister (Hastings House, 1959). 
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Abraham 


Fe The Immigrant 


MILES 
STANDISH 


Standish = Barbara 


JOHN 
ALDEN 


PRISCILLA 
MULLINS 


WILLIAM BRADFORD 


Alice (Carpenter) Southworth 


Bradford 
1669-1747 


Jael Hobart 


*The William Bradford” 
Bible brought over in the Mayflower, 
mow at the Pilyam Socety, has the 
records of Elisha’s mariage and his 
1783- chiidren’s births in his Uwn hand. 


“I have a hunch,” writes historian John Lundvall of Mendon, “that she 
came to be in Bellingham because she knew Rev. Nouh Alden, and also to be Below is a picture 
with Baptist friends. This would give her a chance to prove her ability to of the bas relief of 
conceal her sex and also to survey the area for a higher bounty in exchange 
for her services. Surely Rev. Aldea knew who would pay. the highest bounty 
around there—he had been around the countryside preaching. It seems he 
helped her in that manner and when she signed up in Bellingham, that 


Deborah on the plaque 
on the monument in 
Rock Ridge Cemetery, 
Sharon, Mass. 
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Deborah's Bounty Receipt, 1782 


Enlisting as Robert Shurtlieff, supposedly Deborah was using the name 
of one of her brothers. (Shurtlieff has twenty-one other spellings in 
Massachusetts Soldiers and Satlors of the Revolutionary War, Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, 1896.) 


Ljobn Adams Vinton explained in a footnote on page 130 of his edition of The Female 
Review: “The male population of every town, capable of bearing arms, was at that time divided 
into classes, and each class was obliged to furnish a soldier for the army. The class sometimes paid 
a vcry considerable bounty. Deborah enlisted, and was accepted, for a class in Uxbridge. Bellingham 
1s Separated from Uxbridge by the town of Mendon. The man who eniisted Deborah is called a 
speculator, because he withheld from her a part of the bounty-money to whici she was entitied.” 


SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET 


Deborah’s living kin were dumbfounded to tearn from Descendants of 
Governor William Bradford (through the first seven generations), published 
in 1951 under the auspices of the Bradford Family Compact, the Sampson 
children were seven instcad of five—Deborah, Sylvia, Ephraim, Hannah, 
Jonathan, Elisha, and-Nehemiah. No Robert Shurtlieff! (Shurtlieff was a 
respected name in both Plympton and Middleborough. Deborah may have 
assumed it because it had some special meaning for her.) 


At the present time, one of Jonathan’s descendants, retired newspaper- 
man John H. Thompson, is living in Sharon. And recently Ms. Deveda 
McClintock Boseker of Columbus, Ohio, announced that Nehemiah was her 

_ great-great-grandfather. 


View of imposing memorial 
erected in honor of the Civil 
War dead of Sharon and to 
Deborah Sampson. 

Dedicated in May 1908. 

This was a gift from the 
will of Deborah's grandson, 
George Washington Gay. 


EXCOMMUNICATED 


The Thomases forgave the culprit. The members of the Third Baptist © 
Church were less tolerant. On coming to Middleborough, Deborah attended & 


LONER OF ee 


the Congregational Church, whose very first minister had been Rev. Samuel * SOIRAM  SA\ESON 
Fuller, son of the Mayflower’s “physition-chirurgeon.” There the teenager Ham an ok LONE oF cou ‘ Bere icn 
listened spellbound as the Declaration of Independence was read—it was Sey ane : 
read in every church and copied in the records of every town in the F \nae BON IN FLY TOR Kass acnusietne 
Commonwealth. After the death of the beloved pastor, Rev. Sylvanus , Bee wy tue. 


Conant,!° a series of revivals attracted the girl to the Third Baptist Church, 
and she joined it in November 1780. Rev. Asa Hunt was in charge, but Rev. § 
Noah Alden, great-grandson of John and Priscilla and a native of Middle. § 
borough, often came from Bellingham to exchange pulpits with him. 


Memorial tablet 


* Portland, a Publication of Greater Portland Landmarks, Inc., 1972. Plympton, Mass. 


10-The minister and eight of his parishioners cied of smallpox and were buried in a tiny ceme- 
tery at the corner of Soule and Brook Streets in Middleboro. The cemetery is close to the old 
pesthouse and only a short distance from Deborah’s birthplace in Plympton. 


Several months after Deborah’s permanent enlistment it was rumored 
she had eloped. This time the Third Baptist Church took action. 
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Self closing lean-to 


Deborah’s Excommunication 
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Deborahts birthplace in Plympton,Mass. 6 


Site of original well. 


The Memorial of Deborah Gannett 
Humbly Sheweth that your Memorialist from Zeal for the good 
of her Country was induc'd, and by the name of Robert Shirtliff 
did on May 20, 1782, Inlist as a Soldier in the Continental Serv- 
ice for Three Years, into the 4th Regiment, Col. Shepherd’s 
(afterwards Col. Jackson’s) in Cap*. George Webb’s Compy. & 
was muster’d ac Worcester, by Cap‘. Eliphalet Thorpe of Dedham, 
the 23rd + f the same Month & went to the Camp, under the Com- 
mand of Sergeant Gambel & was faithful and constant in doing 
Duty, with other Soldiers, and was engag’d with the enemy at 
Tarry Tewn New York & was wounded there by the Enemy, & 
continued in Service untill discharg’d, by General Knox at West 
Point, October 25, 1783. 
application to receive pay for her services in the Army, but being 
a Female, & not knowing the proper steps to be taken to get pay 
for her services, has hitherto not receiv’d one farthing for her serv- 
ices: whether it has been occasion’d by the fault of Officers in mak- 
ing up the Rolls, or whether Effrican Hamlin paymaster to the 
4th regiment. has carried off the papers, &c, your Memorialist can- 
not say: but vir Memorialist prays this Honourable Court to con- 
sider the Just: ss of her Claim, & Grant her pay as a good soldier; 
and your Meimerialist as in Duty bound shall ever pray. 
Deborah Gannett”’ 
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Your Memonialist has made some 
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Miss Patricia 

Buckley when 
she was ll years old 7 
in 1970. 


in Sharon. 


In January of 1792 Deborah sought 
back pay from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for her services in 
the Army. Here is her memorial. 
The General Court awarded her the 
sum of 3, pounds with interest 
PromcOCuere ss 4l1O4. 


STRANGE 


May 20 is a famous date in history. 
In 1782 Deborah enlisted. 


In 1927 Capt. Charles A. Lindbergh 
left Roosevelt Field, L.I. N.Y. at 
7:52 A.M. in the "Spirit of St. 
Louis" flying to Paris, France! 


In 1932 Amelia Earhart Putnam left 
Harbor Grace, Newfoundland for 
Treland } Coincidence ? 


Patricia Buckley is a direct desc- 
endant of Deborah and we made a 
request through her teacher, Miss 
Diana Crooks of Bellingham, for 
her to write a composition for us 
on how she felt about Deborah. 
Below is her proud answer. 


(Feb.1970) 


 Bahook 


Children are impressed with this girl of long ago. Little Cynthia 
Hughes, learning in the fourth grade about Deborah, after schocl ran home 
for her bicycle, rode to Rock Ridge Cemetery, located the heroine’s simple 
slate stone, and kissed it. 


Patricia Buckley's composition, written a few years ago when she was 
in the fifth grade at Center School in Easton, Massachusetts, is self-explaining. 


I first heard about Deborah Sampson when mv 
talking about who we were related to. My mother said that it is interest- 
ing to know that we have some very famous ancestors and she began to 
talk about. Deborah. 

She said her grandfather’s name was Benjamin Gannet. I had remem- 
bered from the book my mother had read to me that Deborah had married 
a Benjamin Gannet too. My mother received a 
who wrote the book saying we should be hee cf such famous people. 
She said we were related to Myles Standish, John Alden, and Governor 
Bradford. My mother showed me the family home where Deborah lived 
and where her Sse was born and lived. It was East Street in 
Sharon, Mass. I also visited the gravey ard where the soldier wes buried 


family and I were 


letter from Cora Cheney 


I feel proud of having famous ancestors and when I grow up I hope 
to be as brave as Deborah was. 


Thank you,Patricia. 
We are proud of you,too. 


Back in January Herbert C. Stewart was looking forward with great ) 
anticipation that he might be able to play "TAPS" again in May on Memorial | 
Day for the 75th consecutive year ! As we prepare the Comments months in |. 
advance we hope that his desire had been fulfilled with the astounding 
record--his Diamond Jubilee ,. 


VM FINE 
GOOD OLD DAYS | 


Once again we were fortu- 1 live out in Brighton close to BC 


nate to come across a poem that And I'm just as healthy as I can be. 

expresses so well what "age" I have arthritis in both my knees 

does"to us, "old folks “suntie And when I must speak, then I talk with a wheeze. 
we become a memory only in the My pulse is weak and my blood is quite thin 


brief span of time allotted to 


thcedteho Geneon I need arch supporters to strengthen my feet, 


But I’m awfully well for the shape that I’m in. 


It expresses how well My ankles are swollen; I'm white as a sheet, 
Cardinal Cushing concealed his I toss in my bed without sleep every night, 
ailments and how great he bore No wonder each morning I look like a sight. 
Bers ote aes 2 So s thinking My memory is failing, my head's in a spin, 

‘ Bur I'm awfully well for the shape that I'm in. 
We are proud that he "touched" Diverticulitis is a word hard to spell 
our shores and left a small But it’s a disease from which I'll never get well. 
legacy for our heritage. Ulcers that keep me on a diet with Maalox 


Prevent me from resting in a funeral box. 

We wonder who the next Thetlandihiot Wri ey 7 
truly GREAT one may be that e length of my sermons brings yawns or a grin, 
will leave a footprint in the But I'm awfully well for the shape that I’m. in. 
sands of our Town ? Already The moral is, friends, as this tale I unfold, | 
we have so many. That for you and for me who are fast growing old | 
It's better to say, “I'm fine” with a grin 
Than to let people know of the shape that we're in. 


The above pocin seems to have been written by the 
late beloved Richard Cardinal Cushing sometime in 
1968 when he began to suspect that his battle against, 
a serious disease was a losing one. 


It is an inspirational poem written to help us accept 
our burdens cf vc:. health and old age in a gracious 
SPRING manner. I’m sure you will like it. (BC refers to Boston 


KITES % College). 


So many scoff at the past and show no or little interest in our her- 
itage but they are sorely in need to savor the past in order to better 
understand and appreciate the future as it unfolds into the present. 

The construction of the future must rest upon the foundation of that | 
which has gone. j 


William Grafton White of "Richmond and Way Stations" fame descended 
from Peregrine White who was the first child born on arrival at Plymouth 
in 1620. A cradle that he used is on display in Plymouth. We are proud 
of the long list of "White's" who are regular readers of our Comments. 


